Workshop outline (English Version)

Urban Greening in Bangkok

A collaborative project between

Thailand Environment Institute (TEI)

International Centre for Sustainable Cities (ICSC)

Funded by

The Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA)

Background

Urban greening space is an important component of a healthy city.  For example, trees in the city can reduce air pollution, improve water drainage, reduce both floods and the accumulation of stagnant water, provide wildlife habitat for birds, and provide a source of food for residents.  One of the most significant roles of urban green space in a city like Bangkok is to reduce the "urban heat island."  Due to the presence of many high albedo surfaces that absorb sunlight during the day and re-radiate it at night, and the huge concentration of machines and engines that produce heat, Bangkok is 3-5 degrees hotter than the surrounding country side.  This creates a catch-22 situation were the heat forces people into air conditioned buildings and cars, both of which produce heat.  Green space can reduce the urban head island in three ways.  First trees provide shaded cool micro-climates that block the sun's radiation and create breezes.  Second trees transpire water, and act as nature's air conditioners.  Finally, by creating cooler conditions, trees in the city reduce the need to use heat-generating air-conditioners.  

In short, planting and maintaining urban green space is one way that any community can improve the community.  Creating an urban green plan is also a perfect tool for grassroots-community involvement that will create increased participation, promote human-capacity building, and address environmental problems.  

As part of the CIDA funded collaboration between TEI and ICSC, a one day workshop is planned to teach the benefits of urban greening to members of two communities in Bangkok.  

Objectives

1) To highlight the importance of urban green space as a way to  address environmental problems in the city. 

2) To stress the need to monitor and maintain urban green space.

3) To encourage the community leaders from two Bangkok neighbourhoods to promote urban green space in their neighbourhoods.

4) To establish a working plan to conduct an urban green plan in two Bangkok neighbourhoods.  

Target group

The target audience for this workshop will be the stakeholders from Khet Bangkok Noi and Bangkaphi.  This will include:  

5 Officers from each Khet




total 10

15 Community leaders/Khet




total 30

5 Youth leaders/Khet





total 10

total 50

Schedule for Workshop Day

Time

Topic 

 
Method
Personnel

0830-0930
background

informal
Ms. Tharee/



introductions



Mr. Thanaporn



ice-breaker



0930-1030
Importance of 

slides/video
Dr. Natha 

urban green space


Pichakam

1030-1045
coffee break

1045-1200
Arboriculture

lecture

Mr Chub



plant I.D.

demonstration
Khemnak



maintenance

hands-on


1200-1300
Lunch

1300-1350
How to design urban
lecture

Mr. P.



green space

hands-on
Ritisamrueng

1530-1545
coffee break




1545-1750
establish action plan
group discussion

Ms. Tharee and Mr. Thanapron are from TEI

Dr. Natha Pitchakam is a professor of agriculture from a Bangkok University

Mr. Chub Khemnak si from the Royal Forest Department

Mr. Prasert Ritisamruen is a consultant for the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration

Nb. Evan Fraser from ICSC will be able to fill in if any of the scheduled speakers are unable to attend.  

Expected Results

1) All parties will understand the benefits of urban greening and have the enthusiasm to conduct urban green programmes in their own communities

2) To raise public awareness about the value of urban greening

3) To promote a good working relationship between communities, khets, and the different levels of governments. 

4) To move towards establishing an urban greening network.

5) To establish two working groups to handle this project.

6) To generate an action plan to move ahead.  

Budget

Food and coffee (55 people*200Bhat)

11,000 Bhat

Travel expenses




1,000

Eductaional material (50bhat*50) 


2,500

Honorarium for speakers (3*1,500)


4,500

Promotional Materials




1,500






Total

20,500 Bhat







Roughly $800.00 Cdn.

